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Organizational Background
 

Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) is a constitutional 

body of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, responsible 

for giving legal advice on Islamic issues to the 

government and the Parliament. The council  has  

functions  such  as:  to  recommend  laws  conforming  

to Qur'an and Sunnah to the Parliament and Provincial 

Assemblies; to advise the Parliament, Government and  

President of Pakistan, or Governor on any question 

referred to the Council as to whether a proposed law is 

or is not repugnant to the Injunctions of Islam; to make 

recommenda-tions to bring current laws into 

conformity  with  Islamic  injunctions and to compile 

guidance for the Parliament and Provincial Assemblies. 
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Message by 

Dr. Qibla Ayaz 
(Chairman CII)

2

Islamic movements have evolved with time. 

Rached-Al-Ghanoushi is the founder of the 

Islamic movement of Tunisia. Rached has 

gained political and social clout in a liberal 

society like Tunisia. In the past, he was a 

stalwart of Ikhwanul-muslemeen and Al-

Qaeda but later he denounced it and said that 

Religion shouldn't be given a central role in 

politics.

Anwar Ibrahim, the Malaysian leader, has the 

same story but Anwar also denounces his 

earlier tendencies towards such Ideologies.

Some people in Pakistan also want to draw a 

line between State and Religion but Pakistan's 

case is different. Muhammad Ali Jinnah's 

speeches prior to independence depict that 

Pakistan should be a state based on Islamic 

principles. Soon after independence under the 

supervision of Allama Asad, the body of 

Islamic reconstruction was formulated. In 
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Ayub khan's reign Islamic Advisory Council was made 

and in 1973 Council of Islamic Ideology came into 

being. All these efforts were made to Islamize the 

country. There are political parties and organizations in 

Pakistan that are working towards the Islamization of 

Pakistan.

The transformation like that in Tunisia and 

Malaysia is difficult but if we highlight those 

aspects of Islam that guarantee equality, 

justice, and freedom, then we can expect a 

change. Also, there is room to interpret Islam 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e 

contemporary world. The need of the hour is 

to promote the just principles of Islam, if we 

succeed in achieving this goal it will have a 

great impact on that is suffering from 

extremism and intolerance.

***



Ennahda an Inspiration by 

Muhammad Israr Madani 
President IRCRA

Many human civilizations have ruled the 

world. In a world of constant change every 

civilization who attained a peak have 

confronted recession. Their fall also created 

havoc. The fall of Muslim civilization left the 

Muslims with political and economic crisis. 

They couldn't maintained their reputation 

and a flood of crisis broke out on them. The 

whole Ummah got divided. Each passing day 

the condition got worsen. The bright past we 

had deemed to be an illusion. In this phase of 

despair and acrimony some reformers were 

born who tried to make the condition and lives 

of their people better. Rached-al-ghanoushi is 

one such name.

Rached-al-ghanoushi is a Tunisian political 

activist and also the co-founder of political 

party Ennahda, who was inspired from the 

ideology of Muslim brotherhood. Ghanoushi 

studied philosophy in Damuscus and at 

Sorbonne in Paris. Ghnaouchi has received 

honors for his role in peace building and in 
4
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fostering Tunisia's democratic transition. Ghanouchi 

founded the Islamic tendency movement which later 

evolved into the Ennahda.  This  lead to his 

imprisonment. 

At first, Ghanouchi was inspired from the ideology of 

Muslim brotherhood. For this he launched the Islamist 

movement, Islamic tendency movement which was 

shortly banned by the Tunisian president 

Habib Bourguiba. Ghanouchi was sent to jail 

for 4 years.  In 1987, Bourguiba arrested 

Ghannouchi and dozens of other Islamists on 

suspicions they were trying to create a 

Khomeinist-style revolution in Tunisia. 

Ghanouchi was sentenced to a life of hard 

labor. In November 1987, Zine al-Abdine Ben 

Ali overthrew Bourguiba. In May 1988, Ben 

Ali pardoned and freed Grannouchi and 

almost 3,000 other Islamists.

Ahead of 1989 electoral process ITM was 

rebranded as Ennahda and emerged as the 

second largest party in the country winning 

17% of votes. There was severe poll rigging 

and frauds so the analysts said that the actual 

number was much higher. This once again 

proved to be a disaster for Ghanouchi as 

Ennahda was banned by Ben Ali in wake of its 

electoral success and Ghanouchi went into 

exile life of 22-years. After exile when 



Ghanoushi returned back his views changed a lot.

In January 2011 Ben Ali was forced out of power by a 

popular uprising that came to be known as Jasmine 

revolution. The demonstrations, and Ben Ali's ouster, 

inspired a series of uprisings known as the Arab spring, 

especially in Egypt, Yemen, Libya and Syria. Tunisia's 

revolution is widely considered to be the only 

one of these uprisings to have succeeded in 

replacing an autocratic government with a 

stable democratic government. Ghanouchi 

p o s i t i o n e d  h i s  p a r t y  t o  r u n  i n  t h e 

parliamentary elections but did not run for the 

office himself. Ennahda won a plurality of 

country vote and was determined to fulfill 

their promises made amid the election 

campaign to improve education, women 

rights and religious freedom. There was great 

transition in the political thought of 

Ghanouchi which changed the Ennahda and 

politics in Tunisia completely.

6



In one of his interviews Ghanouchi renounced his idea 

of Muslim brotherhood and Islamic state that, 'Islam 

was never in contradition with the democracy'. He 

rejected the idea of political Islam saying that 'it is a 

reaction pivoted on hate towards secularization'. When 

Ennahda formulated constitution they didn't based it 

on Sharia. This drew severe criticism from the Islamic 

groups. Ghanoushi told people that mosque 

and State can't travel together. Mosque should 

be for prayers and to promote unity among the 

masses and not to divide the people on 

political basis. In an interview he asserted that, 

'The way people understand Islam needs 

reformation'. The secularization of the 

Tunisian Politics changed a lot of things. 

Tunisia acclaimed international recognition 

and praise. There is religious freedom. The 

women are protected. There are free and fair 

elections. They are drifting towards stability. 

Power transition is no more a problem. This 

revolutionary step by Ghnaoushi and 

Ennahda that Religion and state shouldn't be 

intermixed changed the political dynamics of 

the Tunisian Politics, and there is lesson 

hidden for the Pakistani political parties 

especially the religious parties.

The Pakistani political parties specifically the 

religious one are still confused over the 7



definition of democracy. They haven't accepted 

democracy wholeheartedly, the only way to attain 

heights of development in modern world. There is dire 

need for the religious political parties to bring reforms 

in order to be recognized internationally. They should 

devoid their parties of the violent attitude. The timely 

matters like protesting on the construction of 

temple or church shouldn't be given much 

importance, as it push the parties into 

controversies they should shift their course of 

discussions from religious taboos towards 

social and humanitarian values. They need to 

push the prejudiced behaviour toward secular 

values under the rug. This is now inevitable 

for the religious political parties to change 

their attitude towards Democracy. The model 

of Malaysia, Indonesia and particularly of 

Tunisia should be brought to the knowledge 

of the concerned parties. The religious 

freedom should be promoted. It is inevitable 

for the countries like Pakistan to put itself on 

the right track of democracy. Lessons should 

be learned what happened hitherto and need 

to plan for the future for the prosperity of our 

country.

(The article was published in 

The News International)
***8
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Religion and Politics: 
The case of Indonesia
Khursheed Nadeem

The interrelationship between politics and 

religion is one of the few major problems 

facing the Muslim world. This issue has not 

been properly understood in Pakistan.  
Indonesia is the largest Muslim- majority 

country in the world. Home to approximately 

230 million people of which more than 85% 

follow Islam. Indonesia is also the world's 

third largest democracy after India and 

United States of America.  Islam and 

democracy are said to be in a relationship 

fraught with problems as the former, 

allegedly, does not allow secular law to be put 

above divine law or accept the legitimacy of 

worldly authorities. This relationship is less 

problematic in Indonesia, a democratic 

Muslim-majority country, the argument goes, 

due to the syncretic forms of Islam practiced in 

the archipelago state that are less dogmatic, 

and hence more conducive to democratic 

principles. While this is a valuable point, 

various factors extraneous to 'moderate 



Indonesian Islam,' such as a fragmented Islamic 

authority in civil society, a weakly institutionalized 

party system as well as dynamics triggered by recent 

institutional reforms all play a role in the continuing 

insignificance of political Islam in the country.

Nahdlatul ullema was a religious and social 

organization founded in 1926. The time its 

foundation was laid, Indonesia wasn't an 

independent country. After independence 

Nahdlatul ullema got engaged in politics and 

emerged as one of the largest political party of 

Indonesia in 1952. Their top leadership came 

to know that they have been diverted from 

their specified path, the path of social work. 

Nahdlatul ullema was now a political party.

The leadership reviewed their policies and in 

1980 it was said that the party should remain a 

religious and social organization that will only 

work for the betterment of society. The main 

focus of Nahdlatul ullema will be society and 

if anyone is willing to join politics, he can join 

any political party of his choice.

Nahdlatul ullema started working on a society 

where Islamic traditions should be observed. 

They wanted to formulate a society based on 

Islamic principles.  Nahdlatul ullema 10
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organized different institutions to help people morally 

and financially. 

Different extremist parties have tried to thwart the 

social harmony attained by hard efforts of Nahdlatul 

ullema but it is because of it they were unable to 

succeed. Their efforts brought social harmony and 

financial stability in Indonesia. The people think, and 

they have introspected the relation between 

the religion and state in the light of 

contemporary ideologies. In this way, 

Nahdlatul should be a role model to many of 

other nation who are still sorting out the 

relation between religion and state.

***



About the Project

IRCRA is collaborating with Council of 

Islamic Ideology (CII) the most 

prestigious and influential institution 

that religious leaders, civil society, and 

government officials' trust. 

The project will bring together Tunisian, 

Indonesian, Malaysian and Pakistani 

democrats in a collaborate effort to facilitate 

cross-national dialogue and mutual learning. 

In the first phase, IRCRA and CII will take a 

delegation of Pakistani political & religious 

leaders to Tunisia for one-week exchange 

program. In the second phase, IRCRA & CII 

wil l  bring Tunisian,  Indonesian and 

Malaysian Democrats to Pakistan for a period 

of one week. Furthermore, IRCRA in 

collaboration with CII's research department 

will issue a research report and way forward 

for Pakistan. To launch this report a ceremony 

will be organized at national level and the 

report will be disseminated among diverse 

stakeholders.

12



Project Aims

The proposed project aims to provide the following 

specific benefits:  

A. Developing and opening Cross-National 

channels of communication that will focus on 

understanding Muslim democrats, 

their transformation, institutions, 

procedures, and values.
B. Building and enhancing capacity of 

established democratic institutions, 

religio-political parties to strengthen 

democracy in Pakistan.
C. Increase cross-national cooperation in 

the field of democratic dialogues and 

best practices. 
D. Creating new mechanisms between 

Tunisian, Indonesian, and Malaysian 

and Pakistani Muslim democrats to 

sustain collaborative relations beyond 

the life cycle of the project.
E. Encourage democratic development 

that is consistent with Religion & state 

democracy in contemporary world.

13
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Project Objectives 

To facilitate exchange between Pakistan, Tunisia, 
Indonesia, and Malaysia for best practices and mutual 
learning to strengthen democracy and democratic 
Ideologies across regions.

-   To encourage the establishment and 
growth of democratic development in a 
manner consistent both ways with the 
Islam & Contemporary World.

-  Conducting research on Anti-Democratic 
discourse & trends in religious publica-
tions with their profiling.

· To capacitate Academia & Religious 
media key Actors to promote Democratic 
Ideologies in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

· Initiating follow up program to work 
with Academia & trained religious media 
editorial teams to have a positive impact 
on their publications regarding demo-
cratic ideologies.
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Implementation Organization

International Research Council for Religious Affairs 

(IRCRA) is a non-governmental and non-profit 

organization founded in 2013 in Charsadda, Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan.  IRCRA's mission is to 

prevent, mitigate, transform inter, and intra-religious, 

ethnic and social conflicts in Pakistan & region through 

education and community engagements mechanisms. 

IRCRA promotes democratic pluralism, democratic 

values, tolerance, and peace through capacity-building 

programs. The organization engages government 

officials, religious leaders / scholars, media, youth, 

political leaders and civil society actors to play a critical 

role in conflict transformation and social harmony. 
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