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The Islamic and Religious Studies Program
focuses on Islamic Studies with extensive
instruction in Arabic. The language of instruction
is Arabic (at least 30%) as well as Turkish and
50% of the curriculum of the undergraduate
program is taught in Arabic by native Arabic
speaking academic staff. Therefore, students
registered in these programs are required to
take Arabic preparatory classes. Those who
successfully complete all 6 levels of Arabic
courses are rewarded with an educational trip
to Jordan, where they take further Arabic
courses at the University of Jordan to improve
their Arabic language skills as well as attending
some other courses related to their programs
for a period of two-three months.
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The Muslim World and
Religious Education

Trends and Reforms

Abstract

The third issue of the annual journal "Tahgigaat" carries
significant research articles explaining the state of religious
education in the 21st century within the Muslim world. The
contributing scholars have examined crucial aspects of religious
education, from historical perspectives to contemporary situation
and trends, to reform strategies adopted by different Muslim
countries.

The publication encourages and promotes informed discussions
within diverse Muslim religious and ethnic communities and
makes valuable recommendations for religious institutions
[madaris] in the overall context of educational development in
the modern world. The question of educational reforms has been
thoroughly explored by reviewing the reform efforts taken in
different regions and signifying the need for an evolutionary and
futuristic approach. The articles included in this special issue of
‘Tahgiqaat’ create a nuanced understanding of specific and
general contexts with a comparative analysis of religious
education in the contemporary world. The articles also respond
to the questions asked with regard to spreading fundamentalism
and extremism, the issue of women's education, need for the
preservation of transmitted knowledge and continuity of the
tradition to solidify the true Islamic character, if there is one.

This special edition also focuses on religious education
development in Middle East, South Asia, South East Asia and
other Muslim majority areas. Detailed reviews of successful
models of religious education are presented, along with
discussions regarding incorporating minorities and marginalized
groups in the religious education, with an exploration of the
initiatives taken. We hope that this special edition of ‘Tahgigaat’
will be a valuable resource for our esteemed readers.
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